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How can we know the way? 
  
One of the many striking religious buildings in Sydney is the Mormon temple in Carlingford, which 
was dedicated in August 1984.  After that time, only Mormons have been allowed to see inside.  
But between the time a Mormon temple is completed and the day it is dedicated, non-Mormons are 
allowed to visit.  So when the new temple in Brisbane was finished, several years ago, Marty and I 
paid our money and went to see it, to learn more about the Mormon faith.    
 
Inside, the temple was like a deluxe Hilton hotel—room after room of deep blue carpet and hand-
carved solid oak furniture and gold and white wallpaper and crystal chandeliers.   When we asked 
our guide about this luxury, she quoted the King James’ version of a verse from today’s Gospel,  In 
my father’s house there are many mansions.   
 
Of course, this was the Father’s house.  Each room was a mansion.   The whole interior design of 
this building is based on one word from the King James Version of today’s Gospel.   Yet, in 1611 
the word ‘mansion’ did not mean ‘mansion’,  like the luxurious mansions of rural England or even 
of Point Piper or Bellevue Hill – a mansion was simply a house, a dwelling place, as in the 
translation  .........  read to us today.  A Presbyterian minister lived in a ‘manse’, which was often far 
from luxurious.    
 
We have to treat the words of Scripture with care.   But there are three words in today’s Gospel 
which do need to be taken very seriously:    
 KNOW    BELIEVE    DO.   
 
We need to know. 
 
Today’s Gospel has the disciples asking some big questions: 
 What is heaven like? 
 What is God like? 
 What is the way to God? 
 How can we know the way? 
Sunday by Sunday, here in this church, we have answers to these questions, in the ministry of word 
and sacrament—answers drawn from God’s revelation in Scripture, from the tradition of the 
Church, from human reason and from human experience.  The more often we come, the more we 
can know. 
 
But there are always people who demand to know all the answers before they will commit to the 
faith.   In the first centuries after the Resurrection the Roman empire held many communities of 
Christians called ‘Gnostics’, from the Greek word gnosis,  meaning ‘seeking to know’.   The 
Gnostics believed that salvation was the reward of coming to know more and more, of struggling to 
reach ever-higher levels of knowledge .   They rejected the core Christian teaching that salvation 
comes from faith in Jesus, true God and true man.  They focused on themselves, not on Jesus;  they 
spent their time speculating about the faith, especially about what they called the relationship of the 
oneness of God to the ‘triplicity’ of God’s manifestations.     
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Don’t ask me what that means, I haven’t reached  that level of knowledge. 
 
 The Gnostics produced their own gospels of the life and teaching of Jesus, and many other 
writings.  In the third and fourth century  the church suppressed the Gnostics and banned their 
writings. They disappeared for centuries, until copies of many of them were rediscovered in 1946, 
buried in the desert at Nag Hammadi in Upper Egypt.   The writings tell us what some early 
Christian communities believed, but they  don’t tell us anything more about the life of Jesus, in 
spite of some sensational claims in academic papers and books, and in popular novels like The da 
Vinci Code.   
 
Many of the scholars I have encountered during the course of my studies, and at conferences and 
seminars,  know far more about the historical Jesus, and about theology and church history and 
hermeneutics,  than I can ever hope to know, even in another 20 years, if God gives me that long.   
But to know about Jesus is not enough.   To know everything about Jesus, even if that were 
possible, is not enough.   
 
The great Albert Schweitzer, the German theologian, doctor, musician, missionary, studied the life 
of Jesus for many years; and wrote a bombshell book on The Quest for the Historical Jesus  which 
came literally, to a dead end: 
 
There is silence all around. The Baptist appears, and cries: 'Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
at hand.'.   
 
Soon after that comes Jesus, and in the knowledge that He is the coming Son of Man lays hold of 
the wheel of the world to set it moving on that last revolution which is to bring all ordinary history 
to a close.   
 
It refuses to turn, and He throws Himself upon it.  
 
 Then it does turn; and crushes Him.  Instead of bringing in the eschatological conditions, He has 
destroyed them.   
 
The wheel rolls onward, and the mangled body of the one immeasurably great Man, who was 
strong enough to think of Himself as the spiritual ruler of mankind and to bend history to His 
purpose, is hanging upon it still.  That is His victory and His reign. 
 
Schweitzer lived another 60 years but never wrote another word about the historical Jesus.  He had 
come to realise that to know about Jesus is not enough, even to know everything about Jesus, if that 
were possible, is not enough.    
 
We must also believe  
 believe in the saving power of Jesus. 
 
Jesus said,   
 Believe in God, believe also in me ...  whoever has seen me has seen the Father 
   Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me  
   I am the Way, and the Truth and the Life 
 
This was the faith of the Psalmist who knew that God was his refuge, a very present help in trouble 
 
This was the faith Stephen was prepared to witness to and to die for. 
  
This was the faith Peter calls us to live for and to glorify God by, that Jesus himself bore our sins in 
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his body on the cross. 
 
What exactly does this mean?   We are called to live without knowing all the answers,   
 We are called to live in faith and hope and love --  
  
To live in the faith that overcomes the world. 
  
To live in the hope that, in the next life, we shall know God fully, just as God fully knows us  
   
And to live in the love which conquers death, in the strength of the love Jesus revealed as he 
travelled the road before us ...to live in love for God, and for all humanity, for everyone is our 
neighbour. 
 
If we truly do this, we won’t have time to keep asking questions, but we will already know the 
answers to the questions that really matter.   
 
Salvation comes from faith in the Resurrected, eternal Easter Christ; greater knowledge helps, but it 
is not enough.   And faith, too, is not enough. 
 
We need to know, and to believe, but, as well , 
 We need to DO. 
 
Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ questions is simple:  Believe that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me.  But if you do not, believe me because of the works themselves  ... The one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do, and do greater works. 
 
Schweitzer discovered this truth in the furore after his book was published.  He stopped asking 
questions—he believed, and he went to darkest Africa to do the work of God, to live the faith. 
 
Other religious traditions share this same insight.  The Buddha, like Jesus, is said to have told many 
parables.  One of them is the parable of the poisoned arrow: 
 
It is as if a man had been wounded by an arrow thickly smeared with poison, and his friends and 
kinsmen were to fetch  a surgeon to heal him, and he were to say,  
 ‘I will not have this arrow pulled out until I know by what man I was wounded, whether 
he is of the warrior caste, or a brahmin, or of the agricultural caste’.   
 Or if he were to say,  
 ‘I will not have this arrow pulled out until I know of what name of family the man is; or 
whether he is tall, or short, or of middle height, or whether he is black, or dark, or yellowish;  
or whether he comes from such and such a village, or town, or city;   
 ‘or until I know whether the bow with which I was wounded was a chapa or a kodanda,  or 
until I know whether the bow-string was of swallow-wort, or bamboo fibre, or sinew, or hemp, or of 
milk-sap tree, or until I know whether the shaft was from a wild or cultivated plant;  or whether it 
was feathered from a vulture's wing or a heron's or a hawk's, or a peacock's;  or whether it was 
wrapped round with the sinew of an ox, or of a buffalo, or of a ruru-deer, or of a monkey;  
 ‘or until I know whether it was an ordinary arrow, or a razor-arrow, or an iron arrow, or of 
a calf-tooth arrow’. 
 Before knowing all this, that man would die. 
 
The Buddha, like Jesus, then went on to drive home the point of the parable: 
 
Similarly, a religious life does not depends on the view that the world is eternal, that it is finite, 
that body and soul are distinct, or that the Buddha exists after death.  Whether these views or 
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their opposites are held,  there is still rebirth, there is old age, there is death, and grief, 
lamentation, suffering, sorrow, and despair.. . I have not spoken of these views because they do not 
conduce to absence of passion, or to tranquility and Nirvana.  And what have I explained?  
Suffering have I explained, the cause of suffering, the destruction of suffering, and the path that 
leads to the destruction of suffering have I explained.  For this is useful.  
 
To take a modern parallel:  do you think that the Japanese threatened by the earthquake and the 
tsunami a few weeks ago hang around to ask questions?   Did they want to know then that these 
events were the result of thrust-faulting on or near the subduction zone plate boundary between the 
Pacific and North America plates?    No, they just ran for their lives.   Some questions could wait. 
 
Similarly, we are called to do, to act in faith.   We Christians are a small minority in our society, 
just as Christians were in the first centuries after Easter.  We are called, as they were called, to be 
the light of the world.   We are called to believe in God, to belong to his community of faith, to 
behave in accordance with Jesus’ teachings and to become new people, transformed through the 
power of the Spirit.   Some questions can wait. 
 
I began thinking about the message in today’s readings some weeks ago.   But on Good Friday, I 
was challenged by part of our service here, which conveys so much of what  
I had intended to say.  It is reprinted on page ...  of today’s Connections.    
 
The heading is, There is a time.    As we are surrounded by the symbols of Easter -- the Cross, the 
crown of thorns, the resurrection glory -- would you please join with me in this meditation – page  
.... 
 There is a time for asking questions,  
  but there is also a day for decision. 
 There is a time to discuss who Jesus is, 
  but there is also a time to take up your cross and follow him. 
 There is a time to weigh the issues carefully, 
  but there are issues which will not wait until tomorrow. 
 If we wait until we understand everything 
  we will wait for ever. 
 If we do not follow the light which we do see, 
  we will receive no more light.      

 
╬ 

_____________________________ 


